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Since Covid 19 has rekindled many stay-
at-home activities and hobbies, I have 
chosen to draw pictures incorporating a 
pastime that I have enjoyed since the 
age of 8…stamp collecting.  
Philatelists spend countless hours on their 
collections. But there is more involved in 
the hobby than simply placing stamps in 
an album. They appeal to many 
col lectors by the very interest ing 
technical stages required to create and 
print stamps. It is not as easy as it appears. 
You simply have to look at the numerous 
errors made during the printing process 
(which can be quite lucrative for those 
that have them in their possession). 
Many collectors, however are simply 
drawn to the hobby by their colourful 
images, much like the art displayed 
around you in Bev’s gallery.  
Most recently, stamps have motivated 
me to dig a little deeper into the stories 
that are found on stamps, those 
depicting our geography, our history, our 
numerous accomplishments, even our 
favorite desserts. There are many 
Canadian stories waiting to be printed on 
stamps. 
Take for example the loss of 11 lives and 
their vessel, the Karluk (the lead vessel of 
the Canadian Arctic Expedition). My first 
drawing is of the Karluk, departing 
Victoria in 1913, en route to the Bering 
Strait. The second sketch is of the Karluk 
surrounded by the unforgiving arctic ice 
that would eventually crush her hull and send her to the bottom of the Arctic Ocean.  
Even though there have been several books published on the sinking of the Karluk, very few 
Canadians are aware of this tragedy. 
Canada Post can honor the incredible bravery of some of the survivors who trekked 
perilously across the Arctic Ocean to Siberia in search of help in finding a ship to search and 
save the remaining survivors of the Karluk, who were scattered across the Arctic. Many died 
from exposure and food poisoning, one member was likely murdered. It was only through the 
incredible determination and leadership of Canadian legend Robert Bartlett and an Inuit, 
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managed to beat the odds and, as a result, saved numerous lives. (Aboard the Karluk was 
an Inuit couple with 2 young children and a black cat--all survived). This story has enough to 
become a motion picture, let alone a stamp.


